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for life, was dead? Nothing was more natural than that those who
felt a responsibility for the party's future should desire some final
message from the old leader.
Amongst those who came north with Sun, and who now had access
to the sick room, there were all shades of opMon from extreme left
to extreme right and it may be there were differences of opinion
expressed, but of this there is no evidence. Wang Ching-wei, who
was Chief-of-StafF and also Head of the Propaganda Department,
drafted in Chinese the short message now known as Sun's Will. Sun
approved the wording which is, indeed, an admirable and sober
statement of his opinions at that time. When it was read to him
he said, "Very good! Very good!" It has been called the Declara-
tion of Independence of revolutionary China.
'Tor forty years I have devoted myself to the cause of the National Revolu-
tion, the object of which is to raise China to a position of independence and
equality [amocg the nations]. The experience of these forty years has con-
vinced me that, to attain this goal, the people must be aroused and that we
must associate ourselves in a common struggle with all the peoples of the
world who treat us as equals.
"The Revolution is not yet finished. Let all our comrades follow [the
principles and methods set forth in] my writings, the Plans of National Recon-
struction* the Three Principles of the People, and the Manifesto, issued by the
First National Convention of our Party, and continue to make every effort
to carry them into effect. Above all, my recent declarations in favor of hold-
ing a National Convention of the People of China and abolishing the unequal
treaties should be carried into effect as soon as possible.
"This is my last will and testament.
"March 11, 1925.                                                   (Signed) Sun Wen."**
Wang drafted at the same time the family Will:
"Having devoted my life entirely to the service of the people, I have not
bad an opportunity to build up a personal fortune. I bequeath all I possess,
my books, clothes, house and the rest, to my wife, Soong Chingting. My
children are grown up and well able to take care of themselves. I hope they
win agree to this arrangement and continue the work which I have left un-
finished/'"*
These two wills were approved by Sun a fortnight before Ms death
but be would not sign them, saying it was not yet necessary. The
da^before fais death he called for them and signed them. There were
eigbt witnesses of the public Will, including T. V. Soong and Sun Fo.
At test three of the witnesses belonged to the extreme right wing
of the party. AH who were present knew the importance of this Will
and, of course, intended it should be used after Sun's death to rally
$fse party and focus attention on the essentials of his programme.